A total of 249 people died in 2010 in Pinellas County
as a result of the accidental overdose of prescription drugs ...

31 more deaths than in 2009.*

*Source: Pinellas County Medical Examiner




Thousands
experiment with
prescription drugs
every day in Pinellas
County, often with
tragic results.

The epidemic of prescription

drug abuse has spread to

families from every economic

level. Many of the abusers are

> teens, who take easily accessible
prescription medications from home.
They recklessly mix them with

other prescription drugs, illegal
substances and alcohol.




AS A PARENT

The things you say and do have
a tremendous influence on the
decisions your child makes —
especially wl;men it_ comes to

prescription drug
abuse

DRUGS MOST FREQUENTLY
USED BY 12TH GRADERS*

35%

Research shows
that kids who
learn a lot about
the risks of
drugs from their
parents are up
to 50% less

likely to start the
abuse.
Marijuana  Prescription
and OTC Drugs
By talking to
Pain management drugs are your kids about prescription drugs,
. . you can help them make better
commonly prescribed and easily o . : .
Painkillers choices, live safer, healthier lives.
obtained — they are also extremely h t
addictive. There is a national CUSULEMLOE OXYCONTIN & 12TH GRADERS :
abu S ed Percentage reported abusing OxyContin
epidemic of prescription drug abuse, .,
o , prescription
but the historically lax medical
drugs.

regulation in Florida has made it an

even bigger problem in this state.
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* Source: National Institute of Drug Abuse, University
of Michigan, Monitoring the Future survey, 2006




e WHAT PINELLAS COUNTY IS DOING

addiction to prescription
pain relievers

increased
by 300%

since the mid 1990s.

www.pinellascounty.org

3.Imillion

12-to-25-year-olds used
over-the-counter cough and cold
medications at least once
to get high.?

www.pcsoweb.com

Emergency room visits involving
abuse of prescription or

oyer—the—counter drugs
InCI‘edsed www.pinellascoalition.com

21 % from 2004 to 2005.
Nearly half of the patients www.211tampabay.org

were under the age of 20.%

www.pinellashealth.com

www.theantidrug.com

1., 3. Office of National Drug Control Policy, Teens
and Prescription Drugs, February 2007

2. Office of National Drug Control Policy, Prescription
for Danger, January 2008

www.nopetaskforce.org/chapter_
pinellas.asp www.lockyourmeds.org

www.nopetaskforce.org
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